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GATHER + GROW

Deeply rooted by being formed through the word of God.
This biblically based content overlaps with the current weekend teaching at your Northview campus
and positions you, as a group, to be shaped by studying Scripture.

e Pray. Acknowledge God's presence + ask for his help to hear what he's saying through the text.
e Share a takeaway from the Feb 14/15 sermon. “Is there something the Holy Spirit highlighted for you?”

e Facilitate a brief study of 1 Cor 16:1-4

Start the conversation with an ‘lcebreaker.”
What is the most memorable sales pitch you ever received? Was it convincing? Why or why not?

Study Step 1: Read 1 Corinthians 16:1-4

Familiarize yourself with this section of verses. (Note characters, commands, key/repeated words!)

Study Step 2: Understand Their Story

Ask observation questions to understand what the author is communicating to the original audience.
e Take alook at 1 Cor 16:1-4
o Concerning the collection, what does Paul call them to do like the churches of Galatia?

o Though giving is expected, what principle does Paul include to emphasize the heart behind it?



o  Why does Paul give this warning about the collection?

o Surrounding the collection, what agency does Paul give to the Corinthians in verse 3-4?

e Reflection question: Where is God calling you to give? Where have you seen sanctification fruit through
faithfully giving in the past or through another’s story?

e Take these observations into the next step below.

Study Step 3: Connect To God’s Story

Ask questions to understand how this text fits in the larger gospel story.

We've selected a few connections that are here to a) expand on the content of the passage and/or b) clarify the
content of the passage.

e Read 2 Cor 8:7-15. Here we see that Christian ethics are unique.
o Instead of rigid behaviorism, what motivation does Paul give surrounding the topic of giving?

o In2 Cor 8:10 Paul states that giving will benefit them. Why? What reasons for this does Paul give?

o Ifitisnt already clear, Paul states plainly that asking Christians to participate in giving is not to
burden them, but for the good of others, and therefore all of the Body of Christ. What does Paul’s
quotation in 2 Cor 8:15 imply about God and His provision?

e Paul leads like Jesus.
o Read Matthew 14:15-16. Upon hearing about the problem, what does Jesus do?

o Read Matthew 17:14-20. Instead of dismissal, how does Jesus see their failure?



e For further study on your own:
o Read Ex 18:14-27. How does Jethro train Moses in leading well? What principles did we see in
Jesus’ example that carry over to Moses leading the Israelites? What differences are there?

o Read Lev 27:30-34 and 2 Cor 9:7-11. Compare the covenant obedience when it comes to giving.
What stands out to you? How does the Gospel heart Christ gives change giving?

e Reflection: Where is Jesus calling you to obey partnering with Him in His work?

Step 4: Apply To Our Story
Ask questions to discern what God is telling us to do with the help of the Holy Spirit.

e In comparison to the topic of the resurrected state, Paul addresses their immediate state: the financial need
in Jerusalem. How does the adoption of us into God's family change how we live pre-resurrection instead of
merely in the post-resurrection state?

e We all give of our money and resources to what we enjoy. Where could you give less to your pleasures and
more to God this month and year?
A good step would be to make a financial plan to give more to God, rather than merely giving Him the
leftovers. Look on the website for a class on budgeting into generosity for help on this topic.
OR, make a collection of your own as a community group to a godly cause you care about.

e Like Paul, where could you/your group empower others to join in to what God is doing? Where might you
help Northview attempt to empower Christians in a category you find us lacking (i.e. is there an area where
you see a need, and how could you fill that need)?

e As Jesus encouraged trying, graciously teaching his disciples when they ‘failed, how might this encourage
how you see Jesus working in your life? Where should you be attempting more for His Kingdom?
Remember, in Christ we cannot fail (Rom 8:28)!



GO

Deeply rooted by participating in the mission of God.
These culturally relevant applications are meant, with the empowerment of the Holy Spirit,
to prompt actions that bring the life of God’s kingdom into us and out to others.

Pray for those far from God that you personally know, by name.

Is there something that seems especially relevant for us to do personally based on our discussion?

Is there something we as a group should plan to do together based on our discussion?

Is there something we as a group should plan to do to spend time with someone who doesn't yet follow

Jesus? Or to make/strengthen connections with our neighbours?



