NORTHVIEW
COMMUNITY CHURCH

Community Group Guide — Sept 21/28 2025

This guide is designed to help you and your group be deeply rooted followers of Jesus.

IDEA #1 - BALANCE GATHER + GROW + GO.

The healthiest groups will give attention to all 3 discipleship categories: Gather, Grow, and Go.

You can't cover each of the 3 sections fully in T meeting. For balance, select one or two items from the
Gather and Go sections in advance, and condense the Grow section (perhaps just do the sermon recap) .

You can also choose a different order (e.g., start in “grow”, then hit “gather” + “go”).

IDEA #2 - EMPHASIZE BIBLE STUDY.
Want a deeper “study” feel? Skip the “gather” section, and work through the “grow” section”. Then, at

minimum, take one thing from the “go” section: prayer for the lost.

IDEA #3 - EMPHASIZE SHARING LIFE.
Want a higher “relational” feel? Work your way through the “gather” section, and leave the “grow” section

for this week. But try, at minimum, to take prayer for the lost from the “go” section.



GATHER

Deeply rooted by sharing life seeking the presence of God.

“Let's start with prayer”

What is one thing you're really grateful for right now? Take turns and share one by one.

Does anyone have a story of where you've seen God at work? Is there a life situation or answered prayer

we can join you in celebrating? (This can be a way to revisit prayers or plans from a previous meeting.)

What is one thing you're really burdened with right now? If comfortable, take turns and share one by one.

What are you praying about right now? How can we join you thanking God or seeking God?

End with prayer, or move to the Grow and/or Go sections in the pages below.



GROW

Deeply rooted by being formed through the word of God.
This biblically based content overlaps with the current weekend teaching at your Northview campus
and positions you, as a group, to be shaped by studying Scripture.

Pray. Acknowledge God's presence + ask for his help to hear what he's saying through the text.

Share a takeaway from the September 27/28 sermon. “Is there something the Holy Spirit highlighted for

you?”

Facilitate a brief study of 1 Cor 12:12-31

Start the conversation with an “Icebreaker.”

In today's passage, Paul continues informing the Corinthians about the unity of the Body of Christ by the Spirit,
calling them to therefore be united in their treatment of one another. He notes especially how God has arranged the
individual members He has chosen, specifically giving giftings for the edification of the Body.

Share from your life to get a feel for this dynamic in the text - while also helping others get to know one another - by
using this Icebreaker question:

Study Step 1: Read 1 Corinthians 12:12-31

Familiarize yourself with this section of verses. (Note characters, commands, key/repeated words!)

Study Step 2: Understand Their Story - (With answer key + leaders notes)
Ask observation questions to understand what the author is communicating to the original audience.

e Take alook at 12:12-20
o Whois responsible for the Body and its members? What does He do? (see 12:18)

o Paul acknowledges distinctions in the body, but emphasizes unity in this passage. How many times
do you see the term “one body” in 12:12-20?

e Take alook at 12:21-26
Now that Paul has emphasized God arranging the united Body, he speaks about what this implies for how
the members treat one another.
o Inlight of being united in one Spirit, what can members not say to one another?



o Just like in the natural body, what does Paul say about those who might seem or feel “weaker” in
the Body of Christ?

o Infact, Paul notes that it is God who has “composed the body, giving greater honor to the part that
lacked it.” What purpose does this serve to express (see 12:25)?

e How does the way we treat one another—bestowing “greater honour,” treating with “greater modesty,” noting
the “indispensability” of those who “seem” weaker—affect the whole body? What two examples does Paul
give about how the unity of the body is experienced?

o Take alook at 12:27-31
After Paul has established his useful imagery of the body to emphasize distinction, yet unity, established by
God, he returns to speaking about spiritual gifts, which he started with in 12:1 and informs the content of

this week’s section.
o Who is the Body of Christ (27)?

o What things has God given to the body according to 12:28-31? How many things are in this section
and what are they?

e Reflection question. Paul has described perceptions about members and gifts in the Body by using the words
“weaker” and also "higher.” What things seem to commonly form our perspectives about the value of different
members and/or “gifts”? How does Paul's Chrsit focused perspective challenge this common perspective?

e Take these observations into the next step below.

Study Step 3: Connect To God’s Story - (with answer key + leaders notes)
Ask questions to understand how this text fits in the larger gospel story.

We've selected a few connections that are here to a) expand on the content of the passage and/or b) clarify the
content of the passage.

e Depending on your preacher, they might have noted that, though neither part of the Body is inferior to
another, Paul still gives a distinction to three numbered gifts in 1 Corinthians 12:28-31.
o What are these gifts, and what do these three gifts have in common?



o  Why would Paul encourage them to “earnestly desire” the higher gifts?

e Building on the contrast between Paul's three numbered gifts, and “then...” listing, look up 1 Tim 3:1-7 (cf
Titus 1:5-9) to give some clarity to why he might do this.
o Have someone read these verses.
o When noting the qualifications for overseers, what does Paul note about the desire for these roles?
How is this similar to 1 Corinthians 12:31?

o When noting the qualifications for overseers, though all of them could apply to any mature
Christian, which two are uniquely related to leadership authority over the Body?

e To note the core of Paul's emphasis on unity, let us look to the centrality of love that Jesus expresses about
those who are a part of His family/disciples. Read John 13:34-35 and note how behaviour flows from
identity.

o Have someone read the text
o Who is the standard for our love?

o Though we could note various behaviours of obedience that Jesus is calling us to when we are
commanded to love one another—feel free if you have time—what specifically do the love of Jesus'
followers point towards?

e Reflection: As both 1 Corinthians 12 and John 13 emphasize, Jesus is at the core of who we are and how we
ought to live. Reflect on why this unity around the centrality of Jesus is so important.

Step 4: Apply To Our Story
Ask questions to discern what God is telling us to do with the help of the Holy Spirit.

e Godis the one who chooses and arranges the members of the Body for the purpose of unity and care (1 Cor 12:25).
How does including God in our thinking about how we interact with one another change the way we rejoice when
others are honoured? How about how we suffer as one when one member suffers?



In relation to the comparisons in this chapter (foot and hand, ear, eye, nose), where are you prone to compare
yourself with others? Is there a unique situation or concern that tends to bring this comparison practice to mind?
How can the Gospel fix our mindset on this issue?

The unity God brings in the Body is a major theme here, and throughout the epistles (see Rom 3:22; Gal 3:28; Eph
2:13-18; Col 3:11). Since Christ is at the centre of the unity of the church Body, how could you practically bring
Christ into the centre of a conflict this coming week/month? Make it actionable and not just theoretical. Not
necessarily to the group, but note to yourself a key person and conflict that the Holy Spirit would have you bring
Christ into the centre of for the sake of unity and joy in love (where Paul is heading in the next chapter).



GO

Deeply rooted by participating in the mission of God.
These culturally relevant applications are meant, with the empowerment of the Holy Spirit,
to prompt actions that bring the life of God’s kingdom into us and out to others.

Pray for those far from God that you personally know, by name.

Is there something that seems especially relevant for us to do personally based on our discussion?

Is there something we as a group should plan to do together based on our discussion?

Is there something we as a group should plan to do to spend time with someone who doesn't yet follow

Jesus? Or to make/strengthen connections with our neighbours?
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