
 
 

 
 

Community Group Guide – January 25/26, 2025 

GATHER 
Deeply rooted by sharing life seeking the presence of God. 

This community based context can to heighten your awareness of God’s presence in your time together,  
and give one another space to talk about what’s really going on in life. 

 
 

 

●​ “Let's start with prayer.” 

 

●​ What is one thing you’re really grateful for right now? Take turns and share one by one. 

 

●​ Does anyone have a story of where you’ve seen God at work? Is there a life situation or answered prayer 

we can join you in celebrating? (This can be a way to revisit prayers or plans from a previous meeting.)  

 

●​ What is one thing you’re really burdened with right now? If comfortable, take turns and share one by one. 

 

●​ What are you praying about right now? How can we join you thanking God or seeking God?  

 

●​ End with prayer, or move to the Grow and/or Go sections in the pages below. 

 

 

 

 



 
 

GROW  
Deeply rooted by being formed through the word of God. 

This biblically based content overlaps with the current weekend teaching at your Northview campus 
and positions you, as a group, to be shaped by studying Scripture. 

 
 

 

●​ Pray. Acknowledge God’s presence + ask for his help to hear what he’s saying through the text. 
 

●​ Share a takeaway from the Jan 25/26 sermon. “Is there something the Holy Spirit highlighted for you?” 

 
●​ Facilitate a brief study of 1 Corinthians 6:1-11. 

Start the conversation with an “Icebreaker.” 
In this week’s passage, Paul addresses the Corinthians' conduct with one another. He rebukes them for having 
lawsuits against one another and behaving like unbelievers. We’ll discuss this further below, but for now, share from 
your life to get a feel for this dynamic in the text (while also helping others get to know one another). 
 
Do you enjoy stories that are set in a courtroom? (Why? Do you have a favourite movie or TV show set in a 
courtroom?) OR: Have you personally had an experience with the legal system? (Ever been to court? Have you ever 
witnessed a lawsuit unfold - maybe a neighbor or friend? What were some of your impressions with regards to 
relationships, for example)?  

 

Study Step 1: Read 1 Corinthians 4:14-21. 
Familiarize yourself with this section of verses. 

 
Study Step 2: Understand Their Story – (With answer key + leaders notes) 
Ask observation questions to understand what the author is communicating to the original audience. 

 
○​ What action does Paul confront the Corinthians about in 6:1? 

 
○​ Who does Paul tell them will be the godly judge? Why does he tell them that?   

 
○​ How should they have better handled the dispute according to 6:5? 

 
○​ What does Paul infer in 6:7 from them having not just disputes, but even lawsuits? 

 
○​ What do they do instead ? How does Paul described the party sinned against (v.8), in other words 

what relationship do they have 
 

○​ What warning does Paul give them? 
 

○​ In what tense does Paul talk about their identity related to sinful actions?  (beginning of verse 11)  



 
 
  

○​ What are the Corinthians  in the name of Jesus and by the Spirit’s power now? (6:11b) 
 

●​ Reflection question. Earlier in this book Paul rebuked them “not to shame them” (4:13), but this time Paul says 
this to “shame them” (6:5) Why do you think Paul approaches them this way given the context?  
 

●​ Take these observations into the next step below. 

 
Study Step 3: Connect To God’s Story  
Ask questions to understand how this text fits in the larger gospel story. 
 
We’ve selected a few connections that are here to a) expand on the content of the passage and/or b) clarify the 
content of the passage.  

 
●​ Paul rebukes the Corinthians' attitude towards those in dispute. Paul encourages them to rather be 

wronged. Have different members read the following passages: Proverbs 12:16, 15:1, 17:9, 17:27-28, 19:11.   
 

○​ Now debrief these readings. What approach does the wise person have towards an offense? 
 

○​ How are we to respond in situations of dispute?  
 

○​ Reflect. What would be necessary to respond in such a way and to be wronged on purpose ? 
 
 

●​ To press deeper into this topic,. Read Luke 22:19–27. 
 

○​ What was the setting of this scene in the gospels?  
 

○​ What happened after this meal?  
 

○​ How does Jesus address this dispute? What principle is Jesus teaching them?  
 

○​ Reflection Question: Think about what was about to happen to Jesus at this stage of the gospel. What 
do you notice in Jesus’ words addressing their dispute? With this example in mind, why do you think 
Paul urges them to rather be wronged than have their right? What layer does the fact add, that the 
Corinthians had full lawsuits in front of unbelievers? 

 
●​ In the last section, Paul stresses that in order to live differently they ought to know who they are. Note the 

same pattern in Ephesians 1:3-7, 4:1 and 5:5-9 
○​ What are we in light of Jesus' life, death and resurrection?  

 
○​ What are we to do in light of Jesus' life, death and resurrection?  

 
○​ Again, Paul shows a characteristic of genuine believers. What does their identity look like? 

 
●​ Take these observations and reflections with you to the next step. 

 
 
 



 
 

Step 4: Apply To Our Story 
Ask questions to discern what God is telling us to do with the help of the Holy Spirit. 
 

●​ In light of this teaching and last week’s teaching on loving accountability in the church… 
 

○​ What are some practical ways we can practice humility that leads us to rather be wronged than fight for our 
own right? 
 

○​ Many statistics show that the number 1 reason for church splits are disputes among members. How can 
we promote unity in the church (Eph. 4:3)? 
 

○​ Spend some time in prayer for peace and loving relationships in the church.  
 

●​ Paul warns of the danger of living in persistent sin and conforming to the world. He stresses the work and love of 
Jesus as the basis for right living.  
 

○​ What is Paul’s attitude toward those stuck in sin? Why did he bother to address the “lost causes” in the first 
place? What can we learn from Paul’s way of speaking truth? 
 

○​ How can we grow in our understanding of our true identity as believers? What are some practical ways to 
live according to our calling? (Meditate on truths, encouraging one another in our identity) 
 

○​ Close this time by Praising Jesus for his work and the new life we get to live through him. 
-​ Maybe you can pick an affirmation from below, and meditate on it or pray through them 

 

Affirmation Scripture Reference 

I am forgiven of my sin Colossians 2:13-14 

I am a child of God John 1:12 

I am justified and declared righteous Romans 5:1 

I am free from condemnation Romans 8:1 

I am redeemed and set free Ephesians 1:7 

I am a new creation 2 Corinthians 5:17 

I am chosen and holy 1 Peter 2:9 

I am loved with an everlasting love Jeremiah 31:3 

I am a temple of the Holy Spirit 
 
I am washed, sanctified, justified.  

1 Corinthians 6:19 
 
1 Corinthians 6:11 

I am seated with Christ in heavenly places Ephesians 2:6 

I am more than a conqueror Romans 8:37 



 
 

I am reconciled to God 2 Corinthians 5:18-19 

I am God’s workmanship Ephesians 2:10 

I am a citizen of heaven Philippians 3:20 

I am complete in Christ Colossians 2:10 

I am no longer a slave to sin Romans 6:6-7 

I am an heir of God and co-heir with Christ Romans 8:17 

I am filled with every spiritual blessing Ephesians 1:3 

I am victorious through Christ 1 Corinthians 15:57 

I am guarded by God’s peace Philippians 4:7 

 

GO 
Deeply rooted by participating in the mission of God. 

These culturally relevant applications are meant, with the empowerment of the Holy Spirit, 
to prompt actions that bring the life of God’s kingdom into us and out to others. 

 
 

 

●​ Pray for those far from God that you personally know, by name. 

 

●​ Is there something that seems especially relevant for us to do personally based on our discussion. 

 

●​ Is there something we as a group should plan to do together based on our discussion? 

 

●​ Is there something we as a group should plan to do to spend time with someone who doesn’t yet follow 

Jesus? Or to make/strengthen connections with our neighbours? 
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