
LEADER NOTES 
Suggested Timing for a 2 hour meeting:
Connection: 30 Minutes (visiting / snacks / 
announcements / ice breakers)
Content: 30 Minutes (Observation and Interpretation 
questions): 
Commission: 10-15 minutes (Application questions) 
Care:15-30 minutes (Sharing and Prayer)
Connection: 15-30 minutes(visiting / snacks)

LEADING SERMON-BASED DISCUSSIONS:
• Read the scripture passage(s) together as a group.
•  Direct people back to the text if they are going 

on rabbit trails or talking about opinions and 
speculation, by asking, “Where do you see that in 
the text? What answer does the text provide for that 
question?”

• As you transition to prayer time, pray through the 
issues and ideas that the text brought up.

INFO AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
• MISSION CAMPUS 5 YEAR ANNIVERSARY Join us for lunch after 

the second service on February 23 as Northview celebrates 5 years 
of the Mission Campus! The Lord has been so faithful for the past 
5 years and we look forward to what He has in store for the next 5 
years!

• SERVE OPPORTUNITY Children’s Ministry has serve opportunities 
and could use YOU! We invite you to come and help us teach the 
sweet little one’s of Northview the Gospel. This is an opportunity 
to serve your church and have some fun doing it. We have both 
Teacher and Helper positions in both Preschool and Grade school 
available. Please email claforest@northview.org

• MEN’S RETREAT April 3-5 at Rockridge Canyon. For ages 18+, 
but fathers can attend with their sons ages 13-17. Registration and 
all the details at northview.org/men. Early bird registration ends 
Feb 10. For those needing financial assistance, please contact the 
Northview at men@northview.org
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PRAYER REQUESTS
• Content: Pray that God would 

open our eyes to where he is 
calling us.

• Connect: Thank God for the 
members of your group and 
for the work God is up to in 
them.

• Care: Continue to pray for the 
many health needs that exist 
within our congregation.

• Commission: Pray for God 
to make us aware of the 
opportunities we have to 
proclaim his name in word 
and deed.

RESOURCES FOR 1 & 2 KINGS

Commentaries:

Paul House, 1 & 2 Kings -New American Commentary

Iain Provan, 1 & 2 Kings - Understanding the Bible

Donald Wiseman, 1 & 2 Kings: An Introduction and 
Commentary
Tyndale Old Testament Commentary

August H. Konkel, 1 & 2 Kings 
(The NIV ApplicationCommentary)

Gavin Ortland, 1 & 2 Kings: A 12-week Study 
(Knowing the Bible)

The Gospel Coalition Course: 
God’s Big Picture. Unit 5: The Partial Kingdom: Place 
and King
www.thegospelcoalition.org/course/gods-big-picture-
tracing-storyline-bible
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Observation
This section is aimed at helping people observe the details of 
the text:  what is written, what words or ideas are repeated and 
emphasized, the text’s structure and how this text fits into the 
wider context of the book of Romans.

1. Read 2 Kings 2:1-14. 
2. How does Elisha respond each time he’s told to stay 

back while Elijah goes on ahead? How many times 
does he respond this way? What does this tell us about 
Elisha? 

 “As long as the Lord lives, I will not leave you” 
(v2, 4, 6) 3x (every time). Elisha is persistent in his 
commitment to following Elijah. 

3. What do the prophets in each location tell Elisha? How 
does he respond to them?

 They prophesy that his master Elijah will be taken. 
He responds that he knows, but he really doesn’t 
want to talk about it, showing that it is distressing 
for him.

4. When Elijah asks what he can do for Elisha before he is 
taken, what does Elisha ask for?

 For a double portion of his spirit.1 
5. How do Elijah and Elisha cross the river?
 First Elijah hits the water with his cloak and the 

water parts and they walk on dry ground. The 
second time Elisha hits the water with Elijah’s cloak 
and it parts and he walks over.

Interpretation
This section is aimed at linking the current text to other texts or 
to the bigger biblical narrative.  If you are running out of time, feel 
free to skip this section.  

1. In Exodus 14:10-22. 
 What does God do to the Red Sea in this passage? 
 The Lord drives back the waters and they are 

divided, the Israelites walk through on dry ground.

2. Read Joshua 3:7-9.
 Why will the LORD part the Jordan for Joshua the way 

he parted the Red Sea for Moses? 
 This is a sign that the Lord was with Joshua in 

the same way he had been with Moses, and that 
Joshua is his successor.

3. In 2 Kings 2:14, the water parts for Elisha just as it had 
for Elijah. What is the significance of this?

 God is showing he is with Elisha just as he had 
been with Elijah, and God has answered Elisha’s 
request to be Elijah’s successor. 

4. In these accounts in the Old Testament, as Israel’s 
leadership changes hands, what stays the same?

 God. He is continually at work providing messengers 
and leaders throughout Israel’s history to bring his 
unchanging message to His people.

Application
This section is aimed at helping people apply what we have read 
in the text to our lives.  It is intended to foster more open-ended 
discussion as people connect the text to their everyday life, and 
reflect on how it changes the way they think and act.

1. In 2 Kings 2:1-14 we learn that Elisha is very persistent 
to his call by continuing to follow Elijah. How does this 
challenge you in your persistence to the call of God in 
your life? Are there areas where you have been tempted 
to give up? How can Elisha’s example of persistence 
help you?

 Various Answers 
2. God continues to call his people to proclaim his word 

in this world. In what ways are you part of this? In what 
ways have you been neglecting your call? 

 Various Answers
3. God equips Elisha by anointing him with His Spirit to 

enable him to do the work as Elijah’s successor. How 
are we, as believers in Christ, equipped for the work 
we are called to do? How does this encourage you as 
you follow the call of God in your life?

 Various Answers

1 The IVP Bible Background Commentary: Old Testament. 
 “By asking for a double portion, Elisha is not asking for twice as much as Elijah had, but for twice as much as any other successor 

would receive. This is the normal inheritance right of the firstborn, who would “carry the torch” for the family. Elisha is requesting that he 
receive the status as the principal successor to Elijah.” -   

  Paul R. House, 1, 2 Kings, vol. 8, The New American Commentary (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1995), 258.
 “Perhaps, then, Elisha desires both Elijah’s spiritual strength and temporal responsibilities, or he may simply ask for the spiritual power 

to do the job he has known he would someday assume” 


